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Pupils to
perform
in tribute
to aviator

DOVER: Organisers of the
Harriet Quimby Centenary
Project are launching a music
competition in which
schoolchildren are invited to
compose a song or a march in
time for the centenary
celebrations next spring.

There are two categories to
enter. The first is for children of
primary-school age to compose a
song about Harriet Quimby, to be
performed live at the launch of
the celebrations in Dover next
April.

The second category is open to
children of secondary-school age
to compose a march in honour of
Harriet Quimby. The winning
entry in this category will also
be performed live at the event.

Project chairman Martin
Young said: “All the details about
Harriet Quimby’s life and
achievements can be found
online. What better way can
there be for local kids to learn
about a world first that happened
on our own doorstep than for
them to learn it for themselves?

‘“We hope that schoolchildren
will ask for help from their
music teachers in coming up
with something truly
memorable.”

The winning entrant in each
category will win two tickets for
the matinee performance of West
Side Story on June 23, 2012.

Entries should be submitted
either on a CD or written on
music sheets and sent to The
Harriet Quimby Centenary
Project, 3-5 Frith Road, Dover,
Kent, CT16 2PT, no later than

Town mourns an
unassuming hero

Honorary freeman loses batt

Report by Terry Sutton

newsdesk.doverexpress@KRNmedia.co.uk

ONE of Dover’s most respected citizens,
John Harvey Turnpenny, has died at the
age of 88. He was suffering from can-
cer.

Mr Turnpenny, one of four honorary
freemen of the town, was a former chair-
man of the Dover bench of magistrates
and a former chairman of the governors
at his old school, Dover College.

He was a sidesman and former PCC
member at St Mary’s church, Dover,
where he would take older worshippers
to services in his car each week.

A friend said: “It would be difficult to
know a nicer man.”

John went into business with his
father, Sydney, and together they ran for
many years the successful main street
Turnpenny furniture store. Like his
father before him, John served the busi-
ness community as president of Dover
Chamber of Commerce. .

During the war years, for a short
while, he served in Dover Home Guard
before leaving Kent to work in London.

After his father’s death John, then
living in Park Avenue, cared for his
mother, who lived until she was 104 to
become the oldest woman in Kerit.

John, who never married, then
moved to The Gateway on Dover
seafront where, in time, he was elected
chairman of the residents’ association.

He took a keen interest in the edu-
cation of young people and became a
trustee and administrator of the James
A Johnson Dubris Trust, which
provided grants to help Dover teenagers
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RESPECGTED: John Turnpenny, shown here on the right with (from left) Bob Tant and Jack
Woolford, receiving honorary freeman status last year

le with cancer

Volunteers will
clear scrubland

DOVER: Vital scrub cutting is to
take place at a popular nature spot
in Dover later today.

Paul Willmott of the White Cliffs
Countryside Partnership will be
leading a group around High
Meadow from 10.15am to improve
the state of the footpaths for
walkers to enjoy.

Helpers are due to meet at the
top of Noah's Ark Road, opposite
Dover Grammar School for Boys.

Cathedral talk

DOVER: A retired architect stepped
in to talk about Canterbury
Cathedral's masonry when a
scheduled speaker was unable to
attend Dover Rotary Club on
Thursday. -

Club member Peter Marsh, who
is involved with the cathedral, told
of problems today with the
cathedral’s fabric, caused years
ago, by the use of hard Portland
cement on the softer Caen stone.

Mr Marsh said he had “trawled”
through Europe looking for a
suitable replacement.

He eventually located a quarry
near Poitiers, in France, from where
stone was transported to
Canterbury by a Dover haulage
firm.

The former architect also
revealed that the original weathered"
ten-inch-thick Caen stone of the
fabric had to be replaced after four
inches of the stone exterior had
been sliced off.

His service to the town was officially
recognised in November 2010 when, at
an inaugural ceremony, he was awarded
the Freedom of Dover by the town coun-
cil, along with former mayor Bob Tant
and historian Jack Woolford.

His citation read: “John is a socially
committed member of the Dover com-

activities in an unassuming manner
with considerable humility. He is a true
example of service above self.” ;
John was told of his inoperable can-
cer about two months ago. He bravely
fought the condition and last month
moved into Kearsney Manor nursing
home where he died last Thursday
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- Coach driver in court on smuggling charge

A BULGARIAN coach driver has

Friday 4th November 2011

Lydd Guildhall from 4.00pm
New Romney Town Council Offices from 4.45pm
St Mary’s Bay Parish Council Offices from 5.30pm
Dymchurch Parish Council Offices from 6.00pm

appeared in court accused of trying to
_smuggle opium with a street value of
£160,000 through Dover.
The drugs were discovered on Octo-
ber 24 when UK Border Agency

The eight kilograms of opium were
found stashed in a holdall on the
vehicle.

Ivan Gocev, 28, appeared at Folke-
stone Magistrates’ Court on October 25
charged with drug smuggling. He

Investigations by the UK Border
Agency into the attempted importa-
tion continue.

Carole Upshall, UK Border Agency
director for the south coast ports, said:
“This is an excellent example of how

smuggled into the UK,

“We are determined to prevent this
evil trade which can have such a
destructive impact on the lives of so

many.

‘“Anyone with information about
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